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Advocacy Resources: 
Access advocacy resources and 
FAN updates here; or, for federal 
advocacy information, visit the 
Feeding America and the Food 
Research and Action Center 
(FRAC) advocacy sites.  

 
 

 

 

Mid-Ohio Food Collective 
Advocacy Contact: 
Tim White, Advocacy Manager 
twhite@midohiofoodbank.org 
(614)317-9480 
 
Marilyn Tomasi, SVP, Marketing, 
Communications and Public Affairs 
mtomasi@midohiofoodbank.org 
(614)317-9446 
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OHIO VOTING INFO 
 

 

 
 

  

 

Vote, census, school feeding  UIC, 
HAM/Go Orange 
 
Act on SNAP and Pandemic EBT 
For each supporter who wants to take action but 
does not feel that in-person volunteering is right 
for them at this time, the most important action 
that can be taken is to urge our Ohio Senators 
and Congressional Representatives to support 
augmenting the maximum household SNAP 
benefit and to reauthorize Pandemic EBT. For 
SNAP, we are asking: 

• A 15 percent increase in benefits; 
• Raise minimum benefit to $30 from $16; 
• Receive maximum eligibility benefit 

 
These steps will put more purchasing power in 
the pockets of struggling families and ensure 
seniors, children and disabled individuals are less 
likely to suffer from hunger as the pandemic 
continues. If you cannot lend your hand in our 
warehouse – please lend your voice in support of 
food insecure neighbors. 
 
Also be sure to thank our federal officials for 
their support of the extension of the Ohio 
National Guard humanitarian deployment to 
Ohio’s food banks. Since March, more than 
1,100 members of the Ohio National Guard have 
been on the frontlines of responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including over 100 serving 
at the various assets of the Mid-Ohio Food 
Collective, including the Mid-Ohio Farm on the 
Hilltop, Mid-Ohio Kitchen and Mid-Ohio 
Foodbank. They have been instrumental in 
helping our teams distribute millions of pounds 
of food through food banks across the state.  
 
Find your elected official’s contact information. 
 
 

 

https://www.midohiofoodbank.org/get_involved/advocacy/ways-to-help/
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Important Updates:  
General Election Voter Registration Deadline is October 5  
Ohioans must register or update voter registration no later than 30 days prior to an election; for 
the November 3, 2020, General Election, this date is October 5. To register or update voter 
registration (such as address change) go to https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/. 
 
2020 Census 
If you have not already filled it out, take the 2020 Census at https://2020census.gov/. 
 
Why the Census Matters:  

• The 2020 Census will serve as the basis for allocation of hundreds of billions in 
federal funding to more than 100 programs for the next decade – including programs 
many of our customers rely on, such as Medicaid, mental health resources, SNAP and 
TEFAP. 

• The results determines the number of seats each state has in the House of 
Representatives; to ensure proper representation requires a complete count. 

• The results will be used to determine communities need new schools, new clinics, 
new roads and more services for families, older adults, and children, 

• The U.S. Census Bureau is ending counting efforts for the 2020 Census September 30, 
a month sooner than previously announced. This will add pressure to efforts to ensure an 
accurate count, making efforts to get-out-the-count between now and then more vital! 

 
Ways to Spread the Word on the Importance of the Census:  

• Inform. Share the facts about the 2020 Census with your network and customers – 
because everyone counts. Use this confidentiality fact sheet and learn how to address 
common misconceptions here. 

• Provide resources. Libraries across the country are partnering with the U.S. Census 
Bureau to provide access for citizens to complete the 2020 Census. To partner with 
your local library to help family, friends and customers complete the census, access 
contact information here. 

• Encourage jobseekers to apply for census positions. The U.S. Census Bureau is 
still looking for temporary, part-time Census Takers, with competitive wages ranging 
from $13-$24 per hour depending on county. Interested candidates, including work-
authorized non-citizens, can apply here. 

• Spread the word. Take the pledge to complete the 2020 Census and join the 
conversation! Learn more by visiting the  2020 Census Outreach Materials Page. 

 
 
Advocacy Updates: 
 
Outreach Meetings  
We recently held several COVID Leadership Briefings with various stakeholders throughout our 
20-county footprint. During these outreach meetings, our President & CEO Matt Habash led 
lively discussions with local officials, not-for-profit organizations, state agencies, state 

https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/
https://2020census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/delivering-complete-accurate-count.html
https://www.ohiocensus.org/uploads/1/2/2/8/122831554/2020-confidentiality-factsheet.pdf
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/rumors.html
https://www.midohiofoodbank.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Libraries_for_MOF.xlsx
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs.html
https://2020census.gov/en/partners/outreach-materials.html


legislators and federal representatives on the current state of food insecurity in our state; how the 
Mid-Ohio Food Collective has quickly responded to the Coronavirus crisis; and, how we can 
continue to work together to co-create strategies to meet an significant increase in demand for 
food.  
During the calls with state and federal officials, Matt laid out MOFC’s requests for an extension 
of the Ohio National Guard deployment at the Foodbank throughout the remainder of the 
calendar year; we were pleased with the recent national announcement of an extension of their 
deployment through the end of the year. Matt also shared the need for a 15 percent increase in 
the maximum SNAP benefit and $30 increase in minimum benefits; and, extensions for 
regulatory waivers for feeding programs.  
 
We plan on continuing these outreach meetings with stakeholders to provide updates on our 
COVID response, as well as to advocate for critical policies that help our neighbors in their times 
of need.  
 
We have also maintained our individual outreach to state and federal legislators. We hosted 
Congresmman Steve Stivers, who is also a Brigadier General in the Ohio National Guard, where 
he spent a morning working alongside fellow guard members. We also hosted Ohio Senator Rob 
Portman, where he thanked the troops and learned more about our operations during the current 
pandemic. During both visits, we were able to discuss important policy topics, including 
National Guard extension, SNAP, TEFAP, CFAP and regulatory waiver expansions. We were 
also able to show progress on the Mid-Ohio Farm on the Hilltop to local and federal officials, 
including the U.S. Department of Agriculture. We appreciate the ongoing support of USDA on 
helping us feed and educate our communities and for the support of our elected officials at all 
levels. 
 
Testimony to House Agriculture Committee 
Our President & CEO Matt Habash testified virtually July 21st before the U.S. House Committee 
on Agriculture’s Subcommittee on Nutrition Oversight & Department Operations. The focus of 
the hearing was the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program’s Farmers to Families Food Box 
Program (CFAP) and our experience with it. Through testimony, Matt was also able to share our 
experience with this new program as well as advocate for SNAP and TEFAP and an extension of 
the National Guard deployment. You can watch the testimony here!  
 
In advance of the testimony, Greg Ibach, Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory 
Programs for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) visited Mid-Ohio Foodbank 
to get feedback about the CFAP program, our operations, facilities and programs we have in 
place to serve the community. Topics discussed during the visit touched on CFAP, TEFAP, 
SNAP and other federal programs that support our holistic approach toward ending hunger 
through our five assets.  Matt shared the importance of regulatory waivers for public programs in 
response to COVID-19, noting these responses allow us to respond to expanding need. 
 
How MOFC has responded  
Here at the Mid-Ohio Food Collective, we have rapidly adjusted our operations to help our 
neighbors throughout this pandemic and beyond. Because of the devastating economic impact of 
the pandemic, we have seen a 33 percent increase in first time customers, resulting in 40 percent 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOWh2WJxPywHIaccDWb8Mvg


more food provided to our community. Overall, we are up over a third in our 20-county footprint 
in food provided and visits to our network. Concurrently, we have prioritized our operations to 
safely receive and distribute food, groceries and household necessities under new sanitary 
standards. Our work has been significantly impacted by various policies at the local, state and 
federal levels, including:  

• Ohio National Guard and Military Reserve Deployment:  Since March, over 100 
members of the Ohio National Guard and Military Reserve were been deployed at 
MOFC, helping to pack and distribute millions of pounds throughout our footprint. We 
are deeply grateful for their incredible service – we could not have met the increased 
demand for food throughout this crisis without their help.  

• SNAP: Ohio was granted a waiver that allowed SNAP recipients who did not already 
receive the maximum allotment for the household size to be issued an additional 
payment each month through July.  

• Pandemic EBT (P-EBT):  This provided relief to K-12 children who qualified for free or 
reduced price meals through issuance of one time benefits due to not being able to 
access meals at schools. 

• Regulatory Waiver Extensions - In general, these regulatory waivers allowed us to meet 
the increased demand by our customers while also preventing the spread of the virus. 
Specific waivers included:  

o TEFAP waivers that eliminated or expanded eligibility, allowing us to meet 
expanded community need, as well as institute safer no-touch receipt and 
delivery systems. 

o Waivers for child feeding programs such as non-congregate settings and ability 
for parents/guardians to pick up food on behalf of child;  

o WIC waivers that provided additional expanded purchasing power for customers 
and suspended in-person verification requirements; 

o SNAP waivers which expanded eligibility to assist newly food insecure 
populations while providing for additional emergency provisions and allowing 
pick up and online purchases. 

 
Next Phase Legislation:   
***TBD - Include specifics here on new COVID response legislation 
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