
  
 

 

  

 

 

FAN updates 
  

 

February 2020 | News & Updates from the Foodbank Advocacy Network 
 

 

 

Advocacy Resources: 
Access advocacy resources 

and FAN updates here; or, for 

federal advocacy information, 

visit the Feeding America and 

the Food Research and Action 

Center (FRAC) advocacy sites.  

 

 

 

Mid-Ohio Foodbank 

Advocacy Contact: 
Tim White, Advocacy Manager 
twhite@midohiofoodbank.org 
(614)317-9480 
 
Marilyn Tomasi, Vice President, 

Marketing, Communications and 

Public Affairs 
mtomasi@midohiofoodbank.org 
(614)317-9446 

 

 

 

Reading List: 
 An in-depth read on 

President's budget 

proposal 

 
 The Census is coming; 

learn more here 
 

  

 

Primary Voter Registration 

Deadline is Feburary 18 
Ohioans must register or update voter registration 

no later than 30 days prior to an election. Voter 

registration deadlines for 2020 are: 

 

 February 18 for the March 17 Primary 

Election; 

 July 6 for the August 4 Special Election; 

 October 5 for the November 3, 2020 

General Election. 

 

After these deadlines, any changes or 

registrations will apply for the next election. 
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Déjà vu’ Presidential Budget Proposal 

The President unveiled his most recent federal budget plan this week. Within hours of 

the release, bipartisan groups labeled it austere and unrealistic. The proposal, with 

deep cuts to non-defense spending, walks away from agreements in The Bipartisan 

Budget Act of 2019, which set higher limits on total defense and non-defense 

discretionary appropriations for 2020 and 2021.  

 

This is only a first step that outlines the President’s budgetary vision. Congress will draft 

and enact its version of the federal budget. Most likely, this process will extend beyond 

the September 30 fiscal year end, necessitating continuing resolutions extending 

current spending levels. Also, the President’s spending blueprint projects over 10 years; 

budgets are enacted yearly, so funding levels are fluid as dynamics change and new 

budgets emerge. Finally, the past few years have seen Congress rebuff similar 

attempted cuts, with the administration then turning to the regulatory process (such as 

SNAP eligibility rule changes to cut spending by reducing enrollment). 

 

Areas of significance for anti-poverty and hunger relief agencies are: 

1. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) would be cut by $20 billion over 

10 years; 

2. SNAP would be cut by $182 billion over 10 years;  

3. The Social Services Block Grant, which provides flexible funding to state for a 

variety of services, would be eliminated; 

4. Public housing funding would be cut nearly in half and low-income housing 

vouchers and related programs would be eliminated; 

5. Medicaid and health programs would be cut be $844 billion as part of “health 

care reform” efforts (Medicare cuts are not specified but the proposal was 

indefinite on where the reductions will occur across the health care spectrum); 

6. The Department of Agriculture would endure an 8 percent cut while Housing and 

Urban Development would see a 15 percent reduction and Health and Human 

Services 9 percent. Numerous other agencies experience a double-digit cut; 

7. The “Harvest Box” proposal, to deliver SNAP meals in boxes, resurfaces – again – 

in spite of cost, logistical and nutritional barriers; 

8. Provisions of the 2017 tax cuts would be made permanent, likely extending 

income inequality. 

 

The budget proposal will be one of our main points in early March as we attend the 

Anti-Hunger Policy Conference and meet with our federally elected officials. If you 

have stories or insights that we can share during these Congressional visits, please send 

mailto:advcoacy@midohiofoodbank.org


us an email. It is helpful in telling our story to share frontline impacts of government 

policies. 

 

As more detail emerges on the federal budget, we will share insight. However, it is clear 

that it will be another budget cycle requiring human services agencies to protect 

safety nets for vulnerable citizens. Watch for more to come! 

LEARN ABOUT FEDERAL BUDGETING 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

Eviction Crisis Act Introduction 

Ohio U.S. Senator Rob Portman joined with Colorado Senator Michael Bennet and 

Indiana Senator Todd Young to introduce the bipartisan Eviction Crisis Act (S3030). The 

bill, awaiting first hearing, would provide funding for limited assistance to those facing 

eviction as well as to bolster additional landlord/tenant programs. The bill responds to 

data showing how timely intervention can prevent evictions and resulting 

homelessness, which can combine with other social factors, including hunger, to push 

into and keep individuals and families in a poverty cycle. Efforts to address underlying 

social factors are needed to break these cycles. 
  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

Public Charge Rule Injunction Lifted, Implementation Allowed 

The U.S. Supreme Court this week allowed the Trump administration to begin enforcing 

a rule making it harder for poor immigrants to gain green cards. The justices, in a 5-4 

vote, said they would let the controversial immigration rules go forward even as lower 

courts wrestle with multiple legal challenges against them. The policy would expand 

the government's ability to refuse green cards or visas for legal immigrants determined 

to be a "public charge," or dependent on public assistance. Those using or likely to use 

Medicaid, food stamps and other safety net programs would face greater scrutiny 

from immigration officials. 

 

Multiple federal judges blocked the rules before they were slated to take effect last 

October after states and immigrant rights groups filed challenges. Federal judges in 

multiple states blocked implementation, but these freezes have now been removed by 

Appeals Courts and the Supreme Court, allowing the policy to take effect almost 

everywhere. The public charge rule remains frozen only in Illinois, where a federal 

appeals courts has upheld a state-wide injunction. 
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Justice Neil Gorsuch in a blistering concurring opinion criticized federal judges who 

issue nationwide blocks on administration rules, potentially teeing up a wider challenge 

to the practice. Lower courts are expected to hear lawsuits on the public charge rules 

in the coming months. It’s possible the Supreme Court, which did not rule on the merits 

of those lawsuits in its recent decision, will review the issue again.  

 

Immigrant rights groups have predicted the new public charge policy will drastically 

curtail visas. An analysis from the nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation found 

applications for about 42 percent of legal immigrants could see their green card 

applications "weighed negatively" as a result, while 94 percent could face extra 

scrutiny after using at least one of the targeted public programs. 
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